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When Alvin Law was a child, having no arms was little more than an obstacle. His family 
taught him he could be whatever he wanted to be and that anything was possible with a 
lot of hard work and a proper attitude.  
 
Today, Alvin is one of Canada's most highly-sought after inspirational speakers. Born in 
1960, Alvin very quickly became a celebrity. He was one of Canada's first "Thalidomide 
Babies", known for bodies deformed due to the infamous morning sickness drug. Alvin 
was born without arms, and soon after birth was given up for adoption. Experts said he 
would never be independent and if he reached adulthood his quality of life would be 
negligible. But Alvin was raised by elderly foster parents who taught him to use his feet 
and made him believe anything is possible with the right attitude. 
 
It is this attitude that is the focal point of the presentation "There's No Such Word as 
Can't". His sometimes humorous, sometimes serious but always honest observations 
allow his audience to enter into his life and feel both the pain and elation that all human 
beings experience. As one might expect, Alvin says the most challenging period of his 
life was adolescence and it is that tremendous insight that connects him with people all 
over the world. As Alvin tells his audience, "When you believe in yourself, any handicap 
can be overcome, the key is your attitude". Alvin's infectious attitude is one everyone 
should be a witness to. 
 
He has been featured in two award-winning documentaries for CBC Television's National 
Network, and one for PBS Frontline, which was nominated for an Emmy. Another short 
story on ABC Television's Frontrunners did receive an Emmy, but his personal favorite 
remains the guest spot he appeared in on FOX TV's X-Files. 
 


